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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
I wanted to thank all of our parents and students for helping to make the start of this school year great.  It was wonderful to 
see so many parents and families at our Kindergarten and Pre-K Playdates as well as Sneak a Peek.  We are all looking 
forward to working together to make this a wonderful school year for our students. 
 
As we begin this school year, we appreciate your patience during dismissal.  Student safety is our main priority, and during 
the beginning of the year it does take some extra time to double check and ensure all students are getting where they need 
to go.  As students become more familiar with our dismissal procedures, our dismissal times will also decrease.  Don’t 
forget, our school day has been lengthened by 5 minutes so dismissal will begin at 3:50 each day.  Also, please help us by 
remembering to have photo ID ready when picking up students from the classroom. 
 
This year, our Back to School Night will be on Tuesday, September 11th from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  More specifics will be sent 
home shortly. 
  
I appreciate your continued support and look forward to a wonderful school year ahead! 
 

 

Mr. Jason Feiler 

Principal  

Mrs. Lauren Stuart 

Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Heather Galoni 

PTA President 
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SAFETY AND SECURITY  
ATTENTION PARENTS: POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
All visitors to our building must register in the school office immediately 
upon entering.  All visitors will be required to present valid identification. 
Picking up students from school during the school day is strongly 
discouraged unless your child is ill.  However, we understand that there 
may be a reason why you need to pick up your child for a doctor or 
dental appointment.  If you need to pick up your child early, please 
send in a note to your child’s teacher and be prepared to present a 
photo ID to the front office staff.  If a parent or guardian with which 
the child resides is not the person picking up the child, a note 
MUST be sent to the child’s teacher.  In the absence of a note from 
home and in the event that a parent/ legal guardian cannot be 
reached to confirm an early dismissal, the child will not be 
released from school. 
All exterior doors will be locked all day.  Our safety policy will be strictly 
enforced. Thank you for your cooperation. 
Please be reminded that students are dismissed between 3:50 and 4:00 
p.m.  Please help us keep our front lobby clear by waiting outside of our 
front doors for your child.  
 
RAPTOR VISITOR SIGN IN SYSTEM 
The safety of all students and staff in Baltimore County Public Schools 
is of utmost importance to all of us. Our school is utilizing a system for 
checking in all visitors. The system is called V-soft by RaptorWare or 
Raptor. When you visit our school for the first time, you will be asked 
to present a government-issued photo ID, or a driver’s license, to a 
staff member in the school office. The ID will be scanned and the 
following information will be collected: your photo, your name, 
and your date of birth. This information will be utilized to check you in, 
create an ID badge, and compare your information against sexual 
offender databases throughout the country. If your name appears on 
any of the lists or you refuse to allow the school to scan your ID, 
you will not be allowed access to the school. The only alternative 
will be to allow the staff to see your ID, verify your first name, last name, 
and date of birth to be entered into the system manually. However, this 
method does not store the information, and you must do this each time 
you visit the school. If you have your ID scanned, you will be asked to 
show your ID only on future visits, and your name will be selected from 
an existing list of previous visitors. You will also be asked to check 
out with the office staff upon leaving the school so that we know you 
are no longer in the building. The information collected will not be 
shared outside of school and is kept on a secure server. Your 
assistance in keeping our students and schools safe is appreciated.  

 

Important Security Note for Parents: 

For the safety of our students, please 

remind your child to cross the street and 

the bus loop only at the marked 

crosswalks.   Please do not cross the bus 

loop at the flagpole. 

 

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS:   
Cupcakes and other food treats 
As we begin this school year, I wanted to 
remind parents that students will not be 
allowed to distribute cupcakes, donuts, or 
other edible treats as part of in school 
birthday celebrations this school year. 
It is important for us to move in this 
direction in order to be in compliance with 
BCPS policies including Policy 5470 
which focuses on wellness. Additionally, 
edible treats can cause potential dietary 
and allergy concerns for some families. 
 
 For parents who would like to provide a 
small treat for their child’s classmates 
suggestions are provided below: 
 - pencils, stickers, erasers, notepads, etc. 
 - donate a book to the classroom and schedule 
a time with your child’s teacher to read it. 
- donate classroom supplies. 
- provide supplies and directions for a craft. 
- donate a board game for indoor recess. 

 
 I appreciate your understanding and 
support as we move forward with this 
change.  If you have any questions, 
please contact me at 410-887-5945. 
Mr. Feiler, Principal 
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NEWS FROM THE HEALTH SUITE 
I hope all of you had a relaxing summer and are ready to “Blast 
Off” into a new, healthy, school year at Seneca. For those of you 
who don’t know me, my name is Ms. Margaret Horan, but I go 
by Miss Maggie and I am the school nurse. I am starting my 41st 
year in the profession of nursing and my 24th year in Baltimore 
County Public Schools. My primary role is to support student 
learning by acting as an advocate and liaison between home, 
school, and the medical community regarding concerns that may 
affect a student’s learning.  My direct phone number is 410-344-
0889 (410-887-5946, FAX), or I can be contacted by email @ 
mhoran@bcps.org. I encourage you to call, stop in, or email me 
if you have any concerns regarding your child’s health. 
  
A Few Reminders: 

-Please complete and return the “Consent for Administration 

of Approved Discretionary Medications and Health 
Contact Information” and return it to school as soon as 
possible. 

-All Medications Require a Written Doctor’s order! This 

includes over the counter medications in addition to 
prescription medication.  No medication can be given 
without a written doctor’s order. 
Please contact me if you need the forms for your doctor 
to complete. 

-Prescription medication must be in the original prescription 

container. 

-Please remember to return your Physical, Dental and Lead 

forms,  as soon as possible 
 
Please contact me if you have any additional questions or 

concerns.  I look forward to working with you and your 
children. 

  -Ms. Maggie, School Nurse 
 

 

 

2018-2019 STUDENT HANDBOOK 
All students (Prekindergarten thru 5th Grade) will 
received a copy of the Student Handbook.  Mr. Feiler 
and Mrs. Stuart will be visiting each homeroom to 
review this document with all students. 
 All students will bring home the Student Handbook 
and students and parents must sign and date a 
statement verifying that they have received the Student 
Handbook and discussed its content.  This statement is 
found in the back of the Student Handbook and must 
be turned in within 5 days of receipt of the handbook. 
 
 INSUFFICIENT CHECKS 
Issuers of dishonored checks presented to Baltimore 
County Public Schools will be given 10 days to submit 
full payment of the amount of the check plus actual 
bank charges incurred by BCPS by means of a money 
order, cashier’s check, or cash.  If this payment is not 
received by the end of 10 days, the issuer will need to 
submit full payment of the amount of the check plus 
$35.00.  If payment is not received at the end of the 20-
day period, BCPS will turn over the dishonored check, 
and all other available information related to this check, 
to the State’s Attorney for criminal prosecution.  If the 
dishonored check is turned over to the State’s Attorney 
for collection, school will not accept restitution from the 
check issuer.  The funds will be remitted to the school 
by the State’s Attorney’s Office. 
 
PARKING AND STUDENT PICK UP 
  Please be reminded that cars are not allowed in the 
bus loop during arrival and dismissal times.  This 
applies to midday and end of day arrival and dismissal 
times.  Additionally, please refrain from walking your 
child(ren) between buses.  By walking students along 
the sidewalk and by limiting the number of vehicles in 
the bus loop, we can assure safety for our students. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 
MAGNET SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 
Magnet brochures will be handed out the week of September 4th. Applications will NOT be available until Monday, 
September 17th, 2018 after 12:00 noon on the magnet website BCPS Magnet School Information. BCPS will be holding a 
Magnet EXPO on Saturday, September 29th from 10am – 2pm at the Red Lion North Baltimore Hotel in Timonium. Friday, 
November 16th, 2018 is the magnet application deadline. All applications MUST be completed and postmarked no later 
than 11/16/18. Online applications must be submitted no later than 1:00 pm. 
  

mailto:mhoran@bcps.org
http://www.tinyurl.com/BCPSMagnet
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FROM THE OFFICE OF FOOD AND NUTRITION 
There is a limit (2 meals) to how much credit can be extended to 
your child.  Once this is met, the cafeteria will no longer be able to 
serve a complete meal if your child does not have money.  After 
your child has been extended the two meal credit, they will be 
given a cheese sandwich, fruit and milk to sustain them for the 
afternoon.   
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PARENTS 
FOR CHILDREN WITH FOOD ALLERGIES 

 

 

 

 
Currently there are no menu items that fall into this category. 

 

 

 
 

Ice Cream-  Hershey’s Cookies N Cream and Vanilla Chocolate  
Twist are manufactured on equipment that process products  
containing peanuts. 
 
 
 

 

GUIDANCE CORNER 
Welcome back! My name is Shannon Damario and I 
am the new School Counselor at Seneca Elementary 
School! I can be reached at sdamario@bcps.org or 
410-887-5945. Each month, I visit every classroom 
for a counseling lesson on varied topics. For the 
month of September, I will explain the role of the 
school counselor and how I can be accessed. 
Additionally, I plan to meet with all new students in 
grades 1st – 5th for new student orientation. 
  Aside from classroom lessons, I meet with student 
in small groups and individually to discuss academic, 
personal/social, and college and career readiness 
needs. 
 At Seneca, aside from school counseling services, 
students can also connect with outside counseling 
agencies. The Children’s Guild and Baylife take 
insurance and students may be seen during the 
school day. If you feel your child could benefit from 
regular, long-term therapy, please contact the school 
counselor or school nurse and we will steer you in 
the right direction. I am excited about and looking 
forward to a successful school year! 
-Shannon Damario, School Counselor 
 
 

 
 

 
    

 

 
 

 

If you haven’t logged onto BCPS One, please take a minute to check it out. 
Those parents who have not logged on will be receiving bright orange instruction sheets.  Please check your child’s take 
home folder for the papers. Following these instructions, you’ll be able to create a BCPS One account and add your 
students using a parent verification code. There is one verification code per student for all parents and guardians to use. If 
you registered last year you do NOT need to reregister, your account carries over year to year. To access additional 
resources – such as video tutorials, FAQs and upcoming workshops, please visit the link provided on the orange flyer. If you 
have any questions or have difficulty accessing BCPS one, please feel free to contact the office at (410) 887-5945 or email 
Ms. Schnell, Media Specialist mschnell@bcps.org or Ms. Martin, S.T.A.T. nmartin3@bcps.org 
  

The following A LA CARTE items are known to 

have a peanut allergy statement: 

The following MENU items are manufactured in a 

facility that produces products with 

TREE NUTS: 

mailto:sdamario@bcps.org
mailto:mschnell@bcps.org
mailto:nmartin3@bcps.org
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Growing Book by Book- Lift Off! 2018-2019 
 

What:  Read for a total of 300 minutes during the month. 
Grades K and 1 will be using calendars, while grades 2-5 will be 
using log sheets.  If you have the calendar with pictures, you 
should color a picture for each night you read. You should have 
a parent indicate the amount of minutes you read for each night 
and sign the calendar at the end of the month.  If you have a log 
sheet, you should record the title of the book and amount of 
minutes each time you read. Have your parent initial each night 
you read.  Teachers will check calendars/log sheets throughout 
the month and collect them at the end of the month. 
 
Rewards for Reading:  
Every Month: Name on announcements and name posted on 
Facebook.  
 

September Extra Recess 

October Your choice: Homework pass, prize bin, 
lunch bunch with a teacher, show and tell, 
read to another class. 

November Mystery Prize 

December Craft 

January Your choice: Homework pass, prize bin, 
lunch bunch with a teacher, show and tell, 
read to another class. 

February Mystery Prize 

March Lunch on the Stage 

April Extra Recess 

May Picnic style lunch outside on blankets 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


